mine floor and he was concerned that scoops and battery
motors using the track entry would get into the cable and
cause damage.  Some of these locations were in areas where
the track was narrow, and the operators would be on the
"off-side," thereby increasing the possibility that a piece
of equipment would damage the cable.  Most of the other 15
locations were at the end of the track where the respondent
stored blocks, boards, steel ties, and roof bolts, and he
believed that men were required to pass under the cable to
move the supplies in and out, and the chances were great that
someone would come in contact with the unprotected cable.

Mr. Pranks conceded that the cable in question is inher-
ently shielded and that it was provided with a ground check
monitoring system.  A properly functioning system will deener-
gize the cable if it is cut or shorted out, but he believed
that such a system may not always be in proper working order.
He also believed that it was possible that someone merely
touching the cable would not suffer any harm, but on the-other
hand, if the conditions were right, it could cause fatal inju-
ries.  He confirmed that the cable at the equipment supply
locations was hung but not protected, and at the other loca-
tions it was simply lying on the mine floor.

On cross-examination, Mr. Franks stated that the section
in question was operating on a 20-hour a day production sched-
ule, and that the supplies which were stored under the cited
cable locations were needed and used during these production
periods.  He confirmed that as the mining cycle advances, the
supplies would be moved up.  However, he pointed out that the
track entry had been driven approximately 1,200 feet and that
the track had been in place for about a year.  He believed
the supplies in question had been stored at the cited loca-
tions for approximately,3 weeks, and that men were regularly
required to pass under the unprotected cable to retrieve and
move the supplies.  He observed miners under the cable, and
also observed a motor unloading supplies under the cable.  He
confirmed that he did not know the type of cable used by the
respondent and that he detected no damage to the cable at any
of the cited locations.

Mr. Franks dicussed the supply and storage system used
at the mine, and he explained MSHA1s guidelines for guarding
high voltage cables.  He confirmed that the type of plastic
PCV pipe used by the respondent to guard its cables is accept-
able as adequate guarding material for high voltage cables.

James Crowell, respondent's maintenance director, testi-
fied that he has 15 years of experience in electronics and

757ibe "abated".
